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“Mustard Seeds”
. . . from your Senior Minister
Dear Members and Friends of Webster UCC, Congregational!

Rev. Carl Richter, Sr. Pastor
Doug Hall, Editor

Monthly Newsletter

Let me begin this month by talking about the topic
of last month's "Mustard Seeds" article - the furnace. The
day after I wrote that letter, was the day a crew from John
Betlem showed up to install the new furnace. So as you
were reading about needing a new furnace, it was already here! God is good!!
Thank you to our Building and Grounds Team for making this happen!!
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Where did January go? (I probably ought to just
write, "Where did ______go?" each month and you can fill
in the blank!) As I begin to prepare my thoughts for the
next edition of The Congregationalist, I think, "didn't I just
write the last one?" Man O man, time sure does fly!

Since we're talking about the calendar - we are enjoying a little blessing in
the fact that the Lenten Season is not starting right off in early February this year,
due to a later-than-usual Easter Celebration! So we have a few weeks to rebound
from Advent-Christmas-Epiphany before heading into Lent. Even so, our February
calendars are filling up quite quickly.
Wendy and I are busy planning for a meaningful Lenten season - kicking off
with a Mardi Gras style Shrove Tuesday event: "Breakfast for Dinner," complete
with Mardi Gras beads and masks, glitz and glamour - and even a little Dixieland
Band music to help us celebrate! Watch for more news about this event in the
weekly bulletin and email updates - but mark your calendars now!! You won't want
to miss it! Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday (February 26th) with our traditional
service of prayer, anointing, communion and candle lighting - and some personal
meditation time. Check out the announcement of a Lenten Book Study in this edition of The Congregationalist!
The definition of Lent is: "A period of penitence and fasting observed during
the 40 days from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday in the Christian calendar." But
I like to look at Lent in a little different way. I like to think that Lent is an invitation to
reflect, to reconsider, to slow down, to discover... To look at how I am feeling about
my spiritual journey and the lives of those who journey with me - the Church. What
lies ahead? Will I be able to withstand the challenges? Will I be enough? Will I respond with joy to the blessings I discover along the way? I look at Lent as a calling
forth out of the winter of ourselves - those cold, lifeless, dormant places - into a reimagining of our relationship with God and Creation, and thinking about who this
guy Jesus really was, and is, and is to come for us - the Church.
I hope you'll join me in some Lenten exploration and maybe even some discovery. Please join us for worship, our events, and maybe even the Book Study!
I'm looking forward to the journey this year. Are you?
Grace and Peace,

Carl
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed… nothing would be impossible to you.”

- Matthew 17:20

Prayer Requests for February 2020
February. The month of love - what with Valentine's Day and all...
As a family of faith, we are called to live out our love, and part of that is the sharing of our love for
one another - our church family - as well as the Children of God around the world who may be struggling.
Some struggle with health issues - mental and physical, some struggle with relationship issues, security issues,
loneliness, abandonment, injustice and oppression. As followers of Jesus in the world - the Body of Christ at
work - it is our mission to lift up those in need and struggling, as well as ourselves.
Here are some of the requests for prayers that have been shared during our "Time of Sharing" during
Sunday morning services of worship. And if you've got a minute - after you read this - please add one more
prayer, or send some positive vibes and energies through the cosmos for each and every one!
Thank you...









Prayers for the people of Australia, devastated by wildfires - as well as the animals in the wild!
Prayers for the Island of Puerto Rico, bludgeoned by earthquake after earthquake in recent weeks!
Prayers for our nation and world in such difficult times of unrest and division.
Directed healing energies for those who face new or returning malignancy diagnoses and supportive
energies for those who care for them...
Prayers for understanding family, friends and caregivers for those who are adjusting to new living
environments
Thanksgiving for our amazing Youth Group and Sunday School children who share so much of
themselves with us and the wider community in need.
Prayers for our extended families who are struggling through the loss of a loved one.
Thanksgiving for the lives of Emily Jones, 99 and George Herschell, 88 who have been called from the
church militant to the church triumphant.

You may wish to include those of our church family who are living in health related facilities or at home:
 Doris Shoemaker @ St. John’s Home, Rochester
 Effie Wysocki and Irving ("Bunk") Hill @ The Landing of Brighton
 Judy Haskin @ Home of the Good Shepherd, Malta, NY
 Arlene Diller @ Sage Harbor, Baywinde Senior Living Center, Webster
 Jane Wagenhals who is now @ Creekside Home in Fairport
 Lynn Hunderup @ St. Ann's Community, Rochester
 Larry and Janet Akins, Wayne Ferry, Andrea Oestreich, and Fern Pellett @ home.
Those now living in independent or assisted living centers are:
 Allan Hunderup @ Chapel Oaks, St. Ann’s, Rochester
 Norma Fitzpatrick, Linda Battaglia & Betty Watkins @ CDS Monarch Senior Living Center, Webster
 Mary Jane Nudd, Angie and Bruce Clair @ Castlepointe, Baywinde Senior Living Center, Webster
 Jan Kujawa @ home with family in Buffalo

Congregational Meeting
Our annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on March 1, 2020.
On February 9th and 23rd at the 10 a.m. coffee hour there will be members of leadership council on hand to
answer people's questions on the budget. A summary of the annual budget appears in this newsletter.
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Lenten Book Study 2020
Tuesdays during Lent
BEYOND RESISTANCE:
The Institutional Church
Meets the Postmodern World
by John Dorhauer,
General Minister and President of the
United Church of Christ

For the six weeks of Lent, we will embark on a study and discussion of a book by the General Minister and
President of our denomination, John Dorhauer. "This book addresses the realities faced by what too many have
called a dying institution. It is a call to move the institutional church out of a modality of denial and into a
perspective of hope; out of a paradigm of scarcity and into a world of possibility..." - from the books back cover.
All of the churches in the Genesee Valley Association of the UCC are invited to read this book also. We will
explore two chapters per week during the Lenten season, and will have opportunities to gather with other
UCC/GVA groups to discuss along the way. Then on Saturday, April 18th, at the GVA Spring Assembly, we
will all come together to discuss and ask questions of John Dorhauer, who will join us via Zoom!
We talk a lot at Webster UCC about what the church will look like in the future, well, Rev. Dorhauer gives us
some guidelines and suggestions as we "dream God's dream" for our beloved church in these new postmodern
times.
Here's what others are saying about the book:
"We are living in an age of transition between modern and postmodern realities with massive implications for
the Church. In this book, John Dorhauer shows us a way forward to a new and hopeful future. Our best days
in the Church are ahead, and John - through his vision expressed in this book - is leading the way."
- Cameron Trimble, Director & CEO,
The Center for Progressive Renewal
"This book is a treasure for congregations that dare to believe God is still speaking - and still doing surprising, creative, beautiful new things. Highly, highly recommended!"
- Brian McLaren,
Pastor, activist, author and speaker
Cost of the book: $10.00 (We have 6 copies in the office now, but can order more if we need them.)

It will be held Tuesday evenings: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, & April 7
~ 7:00 PM ~ in the Lounge.

Sign up in the Narthex and join us for this amazing time
in the life of the Church!
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Budget 2020 -ƚŽďĞǀ ŽƚĞĚŽŶĂƚĂŶŶƵĂůŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕ D ĂƌĐŚϭ
^ƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ͕ &ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐŝŶŐ͕  ŽŶĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚK ƚŚĞƌ^ŽƵƌĐĞƐŽĨ
Income to Enable Ministry Plan
2019

Income
Cash Oﬀering
Pre Paid Pledge
Pledge recovery
Sunday School
Stewardship Sunday Giving
Stewardship Fundraising
Finance /Misc.
ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶĂů>ŝĨĞ
Spiritual Nurturing
Other Youth Fundraising
ƵŝůĚŝŶŐh ƐĞ ŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ
Oﬃce & Admin
Worship & Music
Mission
Summer concert ministry
TOTAL INCOME

Plan
$178,000.00
$7,000.00
$0.00
$2,000.00
$0.00
$187,000.00
$3,300.00
$750.00
$0.00
$19,100.00
$0.00
$26,276.52
$1,200.00
$600.00
$200.00
$16,000.00
$254,426.52

2019
Actual
$177,179.43
$8,914.00
$0.00
$1,842.00
$0.00
$187,935.43
$3,166.50
$653.85
$56.00
$12,055.00
$0.00
$27,848.02
$1,361.55
$620.00
$0.00
$18,439.37
$252,135.72

2020
Plan
$178,000.00
$7,000.00
$0.00
$2,000.00
$0.00
$187,000.00
$3,300.00
$750.00
$0.00
$12,100.00
$0.00
$26,276.52
$1,200.00
$600.00
$200.00
$16,000.00
$247,426.52

Cost of our Ministries, Outreach, Pastors and Staﬀ, Building and
' ƌŽƵŶĚƐ͕ ĂŶĚĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ
Ministry Expenses
^ƚĂī ĂŶĚ, ƵŵĂŶZĞůĂƟŽŶƐ
 ĚŵŝŶͬ K ĸ ĐĞͬ ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ
Building & Grounds
Worship & Music
Spiritual Nurturing
ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶĂů>ŝĨĞ
Mission Outreach Tithe
Mission Awareness Project (MAP)
Summer concert ministry
TOTAL MINISTRY EXPENSES
Surplus/(deﬁcit)
Transfer from Endowment - 6%
Transfer from Endowment - 1% (MAP)
dƌĂŶƐĨĞƌĨƌŽŵD ĞŵŽƌŝĂůƐĂŶĚ^ƉĞĐŝĂů' ŝŌƐ
 ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌĨƌŽŵŶĚŽǁ ŵĞŶƚƚŽďĂůĂŶĐĞďƵĚŐĞƚ
^ƉĞĐŝĂůŐŝŌĨŽƌƉĂƌŬŝŶŐůŽƚ
ƐƚĂƚĞĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶƐ
E ĞƚƐƵƌƉůƵƐͬ ;ĚĞĮ ĐŝƚͿĂŌĞƌƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌĨƌŽŵŶĚŽǁ ŵĞŶƚĂŶĚD Θ^'

2019

2019

2020

Plan
$224,642.69
$10,700.00
$41,100.00
$2,100.00
$17,000.00
$1,100.00
$17,512.75
$6,548.57
$16,000.00
$336,704.01

Actual
$214,983.66
$7,684.12
$37,634.88
$2,545.60
$16,968.90
$2,908.83
$12,990.17
$6,548.57
$17,675.81
$319,940.54

Plan
$214,686.37
$8,900.00
$51,000.00
$2,100.00
$16,500.00
$2,900.00
$17,887.75
TBD
$16,000.00
$329,974.12

(82,277.49)

(67,804.82)

$39,291.45
$6,548.57
$0.00
$37,000.00
$0.00
$0.00
562.53

39,291.45
6,548.57
37,075.82
2,710.00
17,821.02

(82,547.60)
$42,495.00
TBD
$0.00
$40,100.00
$0.00
$0.00
$47.40

Mission Moment In 2019, Webster UCC was once again a Five for Five Church. This means as a congregation we donated to
the four special UCC offerings. The first is OGHS (One Great Hour of Sharing) in March, Strengthen the
Church in June, Neighbors in Need in October, and the Christmas Fund in December. Bulletin inserts give
information as each offering approaches and envelopes are provided for donations. You can learn more on the
denomination website https://www.ucc.org/ocwm_special-support. Number 5, in the Five for Five, is our donation to OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) through the church budget. Thank you for your generosity
in giving that made this designation possible.

From the WISE team...

It’s the “wild west” out there
Before 1996, Insurance coverage for mental illness treatment was varied and
almost non-existent. That changed in 1996 and 2007 with Mental Health Parity
Acts passed by Congress. New York also had a version, called Timothy’s Law that
was passed in 2006. Basically, those laws said that insurance coverage for mental
health conditions had to be comparable to coverage for other medical conditions.
The Affordable Care Act (2010) bolstered this support by requiring insurance companies to provide coverage for mental health conditions.
Although there are still lingering issues with coverage, this was good news
for both sufferers and their families. The financial burden of treatment would be less severe. With coverage
mandated, access improved. For-profit treatment centers and individual therapists began to appear across the
country. That’s the good news part of the story – treatment is now widely available and insurance is mandated
to cover.
Now to the not necessarily good news. Physicians treating other medical conditions rely on research
and data to determine the best course of action. For example, the most effective chemotherapy for colon cancer is 5fu. It might not work for everyone, but it works for most people and it’s what oncologists will first suggest. Physicians rely on research and data.
Extensive research has been done on various mental health treatments, but there are no regulations for
practitioners. They can choose a treatment without any data support. When deciding upon a facility or therapist for mental health treatment make sure the treatment is “evidence based”. It’s not good enough to be told,
“This method seems to work.”
In addition, in many cases, evidence supports a family based treatment plan. If your child or loved one
needs treatment don’t get shut out. Especially for children, don’t be fooled by claims of privacy laws. Remember we are decades past the theory that “the mother is responsible.”
For more information, consider attending the free showing of the movie “Going Sane” at the Little on
Sunday, February 23rd at 2:00.
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To attend Outreach hour, use the sign-up genius (link below) or email Wendy Lesko at
wlesko88@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FAFAF29A6FA7-gathering

Dates:

Monday - Friday
June 29-July 3
Time: 9:00 am to noon
Cost:
$35
(includes t-shirt)
Register online
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Blanket Sunday Drama
The children will host the 20th annual Blanket Sunday Drama in support of Church World
Service on Sunday February 2 during the 10:45 service. All children should arrive by 10:30
with a blanket. They will use their blanket during the drama to illustrate the usefulness of
this item to people in crisis situations all around the world. Please reassure your child that
they will be able to take home their blanket.

On six Sundays during 10:45 Sunday School
March 1 through April 5
Children experience Faith Filled Bible Adventures and
are challenged to make a difference in their
homes and communities by living out their faith
and serving the way Jesus taught them to serve.
Drama, Crafts, Cooking, Science, Mission Projects and more!

For children entering preschool
through grade 4 as of Sept. 2020
Grade 5 and up are staff
Climb aboard for mountains of
fun at Rocky Railway ! On this
faith-filled adventure, kids
discover that trusting Jesus
pulls them through life’s ups
and downs.

Dates:
Time:
Place:
Cost:

Register online at www.uccwebster.org

Monday through Friday
June 29-July 3
9:00 am to noon
United Church of Christ
570 Klem Road
Webster NY 14580
$35 (includes t-shirt)

Space extremely
limited!
Register Early!

Did you know that
this is our current Youth Group
Theme? It guides our Sunday
Morning Bible Study. It is also
the focus for our
Youth Sunday worship and
Mission Week 2020 !
June 29-July 3
Mission Week 2020
An amazing week of loving boldly,
serving humbly &
changing the world.

February 2 at 10:45
Youth Sunday Worship
A compelling interactive
worship experience
designed by the youth

February 2
Sponsored by the
Rebel Beat Youth

to support youth mission projects
Home made soup sold in take-out
containers after both services!

We have a serious
immediate need for DRY
CAT FOOD !!!!!

February Birthdays
02/01
02/02
02/02
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/08
02/08
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/10
02/10
02/11
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/12
02/13
02/13

Colette Fellows
Joey Baxter
Amy Lang-Stutz
Keith Maimone
Carole Kohler
Tara Mateo
Kaya Raguso
Peter Sollame
Matthew III Sanfilippo
Lillian Spencer
Peter Hart
Olivia Bell
Brian Kohler
Susan Reindel
Maxwell Wagner
Peter Varlan
Jenna Boland
Eric Brown
Julia Duga
Joan Lang
Rene Nogaj
Joseph Roth
Hayes Doster
Amy Kniffin

02/13
02/13
02/14
02/14
02/15
02/15
02/17
02/17
02/17
02/19
02/19
02/20
02/22
02/22
02/22/
02/22
02/23
02/23
02/23
02/24
02/25
02/26
02/27
02/27

Sean O'Neill
James Wooster
Emily Smith
Yuriy Yurchenko
Deede Kniffin
Kyle Perrin
Amy Dunham
David Mathiason
John Peterson
William Armbruster
Elizabeth Neubert
Molly Chatfield
Barbara DeGroff
Carrie Gilroy
Vincent Palese
Brenda Sharp
Elwood Kuttruff
Richard Morrill
Christina Grace Newman
JoAnne Jones
Nathanial Tsai
Gary Gnolek
Erica Brackett
Peter DiCecco

02/27 Hannah LaDuca
02/29 Julia Henderson

February Anniversaries
02/14
02/19
02/23
02/24

Chris & Cheryl Hendrickson
Karen & Joe Monachino
Barbara & Ron DeGroff
Nell & Gary Herman
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Did we miss anyone? If you
know someone who has an
anniversary or birthday in
February who isn’t listed
please contact the church
office.

https://uccwebster.org/calendar/
SANC - Sanctuary; LG - Lounge; MS - Middle School room; CH - Congregational Hall;
FC - Fellowship center; SHL - Senior High Lounge; NAR - Narthex
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule
9:00 AM
Traditional Style Worship Service
10:00—10:45 AM Coffee Hour
10:45 AM
Be The Church Worship Service
Sunday School, Youth groups
Nursery care is available

Webster UCC Staff
the Rev. Carl J. Richter, Sr. Pastor
Wendy Lesko, Director Christian Education
Ronald Milliman, Music Director
Doug Hall, Office Manager
Oleksandra Yurchenko, Accompanist
Loraine Speer, Nursery Coordinator

“The United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Webster is an Open and
Affirming community of faith. We welcome
and affirm God's people of every sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, race, ethnicity, marital status,
mental ability, physical ability, economic
circumstance, and spiritual tradition to
fully participate in the life and ministry of
our church family.”

Scott Loiacono, Custodian

