Dear Members and Friends of Webster UCC, Congregational,
Just about 11 months ago, you received a letter in
which I announced my retirement from ministry on August
31st, 2022 – one year from the date of that letter. And in
that letter I also talked about celebrating our “Year of
Lasts.” I mentioned our last Advent and Christmas together… our last Lent and Easter together… our last Summer
Concert season… all final milestones on a journey of 12
years and 6 months with the people of Webster UCC –
and exactly 28 years of ordained ministry for me (I began
my first call on September 1, 1994!).

Rev. Carl Richter, Sr. Pastor
Doug Hall, Editor

Monthly Newsletter

So, in our “Year of Lasts,” here I am writing my
last edition of “Mustard Seeds” for The Congregationalist,
and I find myself at a loss for words… overwhelmed… grateful… blessed! Well, maybe not a complete loss for words!
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After a couple years of serving the amazing family of faith at Webster UCC, I
remember praying in my morning meditation, “I hope I can serve this church until I feel
it time to retire from active ministry.” While I had gone through the Search and Call
process twice before, there was something about this process – this church – that was
different. There seemed to be a vibrancy in this place – a commitment to loving your
neighbors and standing up for justice and peace – the likes of which I had not quite
experienced before. I saw a wonderful sense of pride in the church, its programming,
outreach and spiritual nurturing. And I was not disappointed once I accepted the call to
be your 5th Senior Pastor.
Webster UCC provided me with some needed challenges in my ministry and
my personal faith life. I was challenged to re-think my sense of belief and calling, challenged to broaden my theological and biblical knowledge, challenged to a new understanding of just who is my neighbor? I was blessed with strong lay leadership and a
staff that welcomed and appreciated my guidance, and a congregation that lovingly
shared their own thoughts, beliefs and faith journeys with me.
So, I thank you, United Church of Christ, Congregational of Webster, NY for
your love, your guidance, your faithfulness, your willingness to try new things, your
gratitude when those new things worked and your candor when they didn’t. I am overwhelmed by the number of lives that have touched mine – the discussions we’ve
shared, the struggles we’ve overcome, and all the celebrations along the way. I am
grateful for the love you’ve shown me, Marty, and our entire family!
I am truly blessed that God heard my musings that morning so long ago when I
mentioned how I hoped to end my ministry in this place, and more blessed that we
have made it to this place – together.
There have been so many times over the last 12 years and 6 months that I
have expressed those “proud pastor” moments – but I was, and am, totally sincere. I
am so proud to have had the opportunity to be your pastor, and proud of the forwardthinking church you have always been – and I pray with all my heart, will continue to
be!
May God continue to bless you! May God’s face continue to shine upon you
and be gracious to you! May God’s love and presence be with you as you move forward into a very promising future.
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart.
Light, Life, and Love,

Carl
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed… nothing would be impossible to you.”

- Matthew 17:20

Prayer Requests for August 2022
As the church approaches the retirement of a pastor, and the appointment of an Interim Minister, may
our prayers this month focus on our church and its future. May our ministry and mission continue on flawlessly into the future, led by the Holy Spirit and in the example of Jesus. May our discernment of who we are and
what we strive to be, and the search for our next leader be blessed with God’s love and care. May we continue
to be the forward-thinking followers of Jesus we have become over the years.
We also continue to fervently pray for Ukraine, the homeland of our beloved accompanist, Oleksandra
Yurchenko, we also raise prayers of joy for her sister who is now here with her and other family members in
the safety of our community and nation! Please, continue those thoughts, prayers and powerfully positive energies for peace in Ukraine and an end to all conflict.
Please, also keep in mind, thoughts and prayers for those who are facing loss, hunger and homelessness, and unemployment! Continue to pray for God’s presence in all lives, hearing our prayers and bringing
hope and blessing to so many who live in the midst of such uncertainty. In your mercy, Holy One, hear our
prayers!
Here are some of the requests for prayers that have been shared during our "Time of Sharing" during
Sunday morning services of worship. And if you've got a minute - after you read this - please add one more
prayer, or send some positive vibes and energies through the cosmos for each and every one!
Thank you...
+ As we continue with COVID, we continue prayers and healing energies to those suffering, and give thanks
for vaccines, and the ability to receive them!
+ Prayers for the family and friends of Ron Orchard, who recently lost his battle with cancer. We remember
Ron’s love for and devotion to this church.
+ Continued prayers for all the refugee resettlement work going on in our area and the nation.
+ We pray for ALL who are seeking and struggling to make a home to the US.
 Healing energies for those who face new or returning diagnoses of illness and supportive energies for those
who care for them...
 Prayers for those facing surgery and/or hospitalizations and subsequent rehabilitation.
+ Prayers for a healthy and safe summer for teachers and students as summer vacation time begins!
You may wish to include those of our church family who are living in health-related facilities or at home:
 Effie Wysocki @ The Landing of Brighton
 Ted Ellstrom @ Sage Harbor, Baywinde Senior Living Center, Webster
+ Fern Pellet @ Fairport Baptist Home in Fairport
+ Rene Nogaj @ The Maplewood, 100 Daniel Drive, Webster.
+ Larry Akins, Bob Daly, Andrea Oestreich and Marian Payne @ home.
+ Nancy Schlaffer @ Leo Center for Caring at St. Ann’s Community, 1500 Portland Ave. Rochester, 14621
Those now living in independent or assisted living centers are:
 Alan Hunderup @ Chapel Oaks, St. Ann’s, Rochester
 Norma Fitzpatrick, Linda Battaglia & Betty Watkins @ CDS Monarch Senior Living Center, Webster
+ Mary Jane Nudd @ Castlepointe, Baywinde Senior Living Center, Webster
+ Jan Kujawa @ home with family in Buffalo
+ Bruce & Angie Clair @ Traditions of Deerfield, 3455 Nantucket Circle, Apt. 248, Loveland, OH 45140
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A goodbye breakfast:
On Sunday morning, August 28 we will be sharing in Carl’s last worship service at
Webster UCC. We would like to send him off with a lite breakfast after church that
day.
“The Congregational Life” group will be coordinating this and we always love extra
hands to help. You can let us know now, or as we get closer to the event. We’ll need
help with set up, serving, baking, and clean up. We will have sign ups and reminders coming.
Thank you.
Heidi Zastowny and Congregational Life friends.
heidizastowny@gmail.com
585-314-0678

Mission Moment Church World Service school kits -ƵŐƵƐƚͬ ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌŚĂƐďĞĞŶŽƵƌƟŵĞƚŽĐŽůůĞĐƚƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐĨŽƌƚŚĞŬŝƚƐ͘ 
Though delivery is in the spring, school supplies are on sale now. A labeled bin is in the narthex to collect doŶĂƚĞĚƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͘ D ŽŶĞƚĂƌǇĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐĂƌĞĂůǁ ĂǇƐǁ ĞůĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŵĂǇďĞƐĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞĐŚƵƌĐŚŵĂƌŬĞĚĨŽƌƐĐŚŽŽů
supplies. The kits are sent worldwide as need arises. Thank you for helping with this mission project!!!
School Bag Supplies:
 one pair blunt scissors
 three 70-count spiral bound notebooks
 one 12” ruler
 one hand held pencil sharpener
 one large eraser
 six new unsharpened pencils with erasers
 one box 24 count crayons (only 24)
D ĂŶǇƚŚĂŶŬƐƚŽƚŚŽƐĞǁ ŚŽƐĞǁ ƐĐŚŽŽůďĂŐƐ͘ ĂĐŚŽŶĞƵƐĞƐĂŚĂůĨǇĂƌĚŽĨƋƵŝůƟŶŐĐŽƩ ŽŶǁ ĞŝŐŚƚĨĂďƌŝĐ͘ /ŶͲ

Special Thanks…

Last month we offered thanks to the Shorts for their work in beautifying
the landscaping around the church. Well… this month we add our thanks

to the Kendricks and the Suters for assisting Judy & Norm in recent weeks!

Recently Baptized...
During our service of worship on Sunday, July 17th, Alvie Dean Armstrong was baptized! Alvie is the
son of Alvie & Amanda (Stephens) Armstrong, the grandson of Jayme Stephens, and the great-grandson of
Nelson & Pat Milne. We were blessed to welcome several members of the Armstrong family of Pennsylvania
join us for worship that day.
Nolan Thomas Suter was baptized on Sunday, July 31st during our morning worship. Nolan is the Son
of Zachary & Karla Suter, and the grandson of Barb & Fred Suter.
Welcome to the Body of Christ, Alvie and Nolan!
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Whenever weather allows, WILD Sunday School will take place in
our outdoor space in the woods oﬀ the path near the playground. We
will meet in the stone labyrinth at 10:00 and head to our WILD space
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͘/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀ ĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚt /> ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐĐŚŽŽůWhere God
is WILD about YOU, just contact me ! Wendy Lesko
wlesko88@gmail.com

The WILD Sunday School children love their “Jesus stories”. They’re invested in the
drama AND the message when Jesus calms the storm or walks on water or invites
himself to Zacchaeus’ house for supper. And don’t forget the story of the foot washing or the last supper or when the four friends carried their sick friend to Jesus.
The kids know the lessons but the one story whose lesson they LIVE OUT is …
“Jesus said feed my sheep”
ǀ ĞƌǇƐŝŶŐůĞƟŵĞƚŚĞĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶŐĂƚŚĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞǇ& :^h ^͛ ^, W͘dŚĞǇŬŶŽǁ ǁ ŚĂƚŝƚ
means. They know its their job. So they do it. You might ask how…

They ﬁll pet food orders
every Sunday for pets in need

They make CARE kits for the
guests at BABER
They keep the pantries stocked
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They work in the
community garden

They love one another

The REBEL BEAT YOUTH ĂƌĞŶŽƚĨŽƌŵĂůůǇŵĞĞƟŶŐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚŽĨ
ƵŐƵƐƚ͘ , Žǁ Ğǀ ĞƌƚŚĞƌĞǁ ŝůůďĞŵƵůƟƉůĞŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ /Ĩ
you’re not on the Rebel Beat email list but would like to be, contact
Wendy at wlesko88@gmail.com. In September we’ll resume our
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌŵĞĞƟŶŐƐĂƚϭϭ͗ ϬϬŽŶ^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ͘
The I CAN DO HARD THINGS youth coaching group will start meeting again in September on Sundays at noon
right after REBEL BEAT.
A light healthy lunch is served.

I Can Do Hard Things: Group Coaching for Youth
I Can Do Hard Things offers a safe judgement-free zone for tweens and teens to discover that they are whole and resourceful and enough. The coach guides the tweens and
teens to discover their strengths and craft a path of small purposeful steps toward a
goal. Goals can be anything from coping with stress, gaining self-confidence, and
speaking in public to navigating peer pressure. All group participants will be asked to
agree to a promise of confidentiality. Also, a “suggestion box” is mounted on the wall
outside the youth room to allow youth to anonymously suggest topics.

The REBEL BEAT YOUTH and friends were extraordinary as staﬀĂƚĂŶĂŵĂǌŝŶŐs ĂĐĂƟŽŶ
Bible School, served hard at an awesome mission week and had a blastĂƚƚŚĞĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ
ﬁeld day for Cameron Community ministries. Check it out.

Mission Week

Field Day at Webster UCC for the kids from Cameron Community

6

Gather a group and celebrate making a difference !
Community service parties are fun ways to gather together and make a difference. Groups can be a bunch
of family or friends, scouts, neighbors, work colleagues... adults and/or kids and/or teens ! Webster UCC
has numerous and varied ministries that offer hands-on tasks. A host will be present to provide a welcoming atmosphere and guidance.
For example, a scout troop could gather to fill CARE KITS for people in need. The items are organized
in the MILESTONES MINISTRY room. The group could have a snack and discussion on the deck or in
fellowship center. OPTION: group could have a drive to collect items for CARE KITS. Another OPTION:
group could follow up by meeting our BABER team at the monthly HOT LUNCH & distribute CARE KITS.
The above scenario could happen with a group of families or a neighborhood friend group or high school /
college students looking for community service hours!
A parent might hold their child’s birthday party at UCC with cake and games etc and together the guests
could enjoy serving the community. So many possibilities !
Instead of Care Kits the task could be to fill Pet Food Orders or tend the garden or stock the
outdoor pantries.
Spread the news about this awesome opportunity!
Parties are booked through the Calendly link https://calendly.com/uccwebster
Questions ? Or looking for a date not listed on the calendly app? Contact Wendy Lesko
wlesko88@gmail.com
Saturday and Sunday dates will be available this Fall

Backpacks for Children from UKRAINE
Community Service Party
We’re hosting our first Community Service Party on Monday August 8th at
6:30 . At the party we’ll fill the backpacks, write a personal note for each backpack, enjoy each other's company, eat cake and celebrate being the hands/
feet/heart of Jesus
Please rsvp to Wendy so we know how much cake to bring !!
Wendy Lesko

wlesko88@gmail.com

Can you guess
what Bible Story
ŝŶƐƉŝƌĞĚƚŚĞƟƚůĞ͍ 
If you know
Wendy then you
know.
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FILL YOUR CUP Women’s group
(a.k.a. Wine & Cheese)

Our next gathering will be Tuesday August 30
at 6:30 pm on the deck at church
Feel free to being a drink and/or a snack to share. But
if you can’t bring anything...PLEASE come anyway !
Casual. Come as you are !!!

BABER HOT LUNCH

Our next Hot Lunch is Saturday August 27
10:30 –1:30 at BABER AME Church 550 Meigs St, Rochester
The team of volunteers changes monthly ! If you’d like to try
ŝƚŽƵƚ͕ ĨŽůůŽǁ ƚŚĞůŝŶŬďĞůŽǁ ͘ /ĨǇŽƵǁ ĂŶƚŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
please email Wendi or Wendy
wendi.latko@gmail.com
wlesko88@gmail.com
ŚƩ ƉƐ͗ ͬ ͬ ĚŽĐƐ͘ ŐŽŽŐůĞ͘ ĐŽŵͬ ĨŽƌŵƐͬ Ěͬ Ğͬ ϭ&/ƉY >^Ğh D yϮϵŚϵǆ/D ǁ ϰďϵƌWǆŐǌ' ^dZK dĚǇ^ůǆĩ :Z>ƐĐĐϲŶĚϳ ǌh ǁ ͬ ǀ ŝĞǁ ĨŽƌŵ͍
edit_requested=true&usp=embed_facebook

WHAT IS BABER HOT LUNCH ???The fourth Saturday of each month, Webster UCC

ƐĞƌǀ ĞƐĂŚŽƚůƵŶĐŚĂƚĂďĞƌD ĐŚƵƌĐŚŝŶZŽĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ͘t ĞƐĞƌǀ ĞƐƉĂŐŚĞƫ ͕ /ƚĂůŝĂŶďƌĞĂĚ͕ ƐĂůĂĚ͕ 
dessert, lemonade, water and coﬀee. There are ŵĂŶǇƚĂƐŬƐƚŚĂƚŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞĚŽŶĞƐƵĐŚĂƐƐĞƫ ŶŐ
ƵƉƚŚĞĚŝŶŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ͕ ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐƐĂƵĐĞĂŶĚƐƉĂŐŚĞƫ ͕ ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƐĂůĂĚ͕ ďƵƩ ĞƌŝŶŐƚŚĞďƌĞĂĚ͕ ƐĞƌǀ Ͳ
ing, hospitality and clean-ƵƉ͘ dŚŝƐŝƐĂƚĞƌƌŝĮ ĐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇĨŽƌĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞtogether. Kids
ŽĨĂůůĂŐĞƐŚĂǀ ĞĂŐƌĞĂƚƟŵĞůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐĂůůƚŚĞƚĂƐŬƐ͊ zŽƵƚŚĂƌĞĂůƐŽŝŶǀ ŝƚĞĚƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ
family. Wendy and Wendi will be there to guide volunteers. As always friends are welcome !!!!!
Youth plan
Care Kit
ŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ

LIFE CYCLE OF A CARE KIT
VBS campers
bring in care kit
items
& ﬁll kits

Sunday School kids
make more kits
42 Kits are
delivered
to BABER

Juliana gets kits
ready for guests
at Baber

Years ago (before the pandemic) when Webster UCC was reimagining what the church would look like, the Gathering Place concept
was hatched. Church means diﬀerent things to diﬀerent people. If
t ĞďƐƚĞƌh ǁ ĂŶƚĞĚƚŽŵĞĞƚĂůůƉĞŽƉůĞŶŽŵĂƩ Ğƌǁ ŚŽƚŚĞǇĂƌĞĂŶĚ
where they are on life’s journey, then we needed to imagine how
our church could do that moving into the future. What if Webster
UCC was a GATHERING PLACE where you could ﬁnd many diﬀerent
ways to connect, learn, grow and serve. Yes that’s what we’ve
always been right?
What if we were Ğǀ ĞŶŵŽƌĞŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶĂůĂďŽƵƚĐƌĞĂƟŶŐƚŚŽƐĞĚŝǀ ĞƌƐĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐĂŶĚŽƉĞŶŝŶŐƚŚĞĚŽŽƌƐǁ ŝĚĞĨŽƌĞǀ ĞƌǇŽŶĞƚŽǁ ĂůŬ
through. Everyone. Not just on Sunday morning. That’s what we started doing. Yes even through the pandemic. Now we are throwing
ƚŚŽƐĞĚŽŽƌƐŽƉĞŶĂŶĚŶĞǁ ĂŶĚĚŝǀ ĞƌƐĞŵŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐĂƌĞďĞŝŶŐƉůĂŶƚĞĚĂŶĚĂƌĞƚŚƌŝǀ ŝŶŐ͘ t ĂǇƐĨŽƌƉĞŽƉůĞƚŽ
connect with WUCC and all it has to oﬀer. Our wonderful events and programs that are part of the fabric of this church such as Caring
Community Concerts, VBS and Mission Week make the Gathering Place concept all the stronger. So why give the concept a name?
zŽƵŵŝŐŚƚŚĂǀ ĞŶŽƟĐĞĚƚŚĂƚ͞ ŐŽŝŶŐƚŽĐŚƵƌĐŚ͟ ŝƐŶΖƚĂůǁ ĂǇƐŶƵŵďĞƌϭŽŶƉĞŽƉůĞ͛ ƐƚŽ-do list. But going to a concert might be. Or weedŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŐĂƌĚĞŶŵŝŐŚƚďĞ͘ K ƌŐŽŝŶŐƚŽt ŝŶĞΘŚĞĞƐĞĂŶĚĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŶŐǁ ŝƚŚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŵŝŐŚƚďĞ͘ K ƌĮ ůůŝŶŐŽƌĚĞƌƐĂƚƚŚĞWĞƚ
Food Pantry might be. We’re just ﬁnding ways to meet people where they are. There’s so much WUCC can oﬀer to help people conŶĞĐƚ͕ ůĞĂƌŶ͕ ŐƌŽǁ ĂŶĚƐĞƌǀ Ğ͘ dŚĞ' ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐWůĂĐĞŝƐĂǁ ĂǇƚŽƐŚŽǁ Ăůůǁ ĞŽī Ğƌ͘ Y ƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͍ ƐŬt ĞŶĚǇǁ ůĞƐŬŽϴϴΛ ŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ

The side-by-side outdoor giving pantries at
Webster UCC receive many visitors every
single day. So donations from the church
family and the wider community are needed !
The closet on the left side provides seasonal items and currently offers sneakers, books, sunscreen and summer fun activities. Ideas to donate to this pantry
include:
* gently used or new sneakers for the whole family. You know how fast kids
grow out of sneakers.
* used or new kids books for all ages
* toys such as sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, soccer balls, basketballs, buckets, craft kits, coloring books etc
The pantry on the right side is for groceries of all kinds. You might want to consider juice boxes, lunch items,
cereal and snacks . Also it's been great to see people donating meal kits such as a lunchbag filled with a box of
pasta, jar of sauce and a vegetable.
Please donate often as the need is greater than ever. Just add to the pantries any time. Thank you so very much !
At VBS the campers painted message rocks to
decorate the pantry area and brighten the
day of our visitors
The Sunday
School kids
paint on
Sundays to
replenish the
supply of the
“happy rocks”.
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August
Birthdays
08/02
08/02
08/02
08/02
08/03
08/03
08/03
08/06
08/06
08/06
08/07
08/08
08/08
08/08
08/09
08/10
08/11
08/12
08/12
08/14
08/17

Hannah Davis
Diana Newman
Andrew Painton
Debbie Peterson
Todd Enright
Andrea Oestreich
Caleb Story
John Elchisak
John Murray
Teri Reynolds
Andrew Newman
Heidi Hall
Fredric Mis
Jordan Phelps
Jan Salatino
Aaron Tsai
Diane Cannarozzo
Richard Schmitt
Mindy Spencer
Sharon Pratt
Michael Syracusa

08/18
08/21
08/21
08/21
08/21
08/22
08/23
08/23
08/23/
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/27
08/28
08/28
08/28
08/31

Did we miss anyone? If you
know someone who has an
anniversary or birthday in
August who isn’t listed
please contact the church
office.

Cathy Perrin
Diane Daly
Paul Kittredge
Denielle Newman
Patrick Sharp
Angie Clair
Jennifer Hermenet
Ken Mihalyov
Jeffery Peck
Dylan Balsamo
Julianne Daly
Pamela Killaby
Kitty Varlan
Hillary Lesko
John McBeth
Stella Williams
Laura Abbett

August Anniversaries

08/01
08/01
08/05
08/05
08/12
08/13
08/13
08/14
08/15
08/15
08/17
08/17

Rachel Mayer & Christiaan van Aswegen
Mark & Cathy Perrin
Fritz & Lori Kilian
Jim & Melissa Painton
James & Karen Tanney
Connor O'Brien-Mayer & David Mayer
Mark & Rosemary Shull
Wendy & Steven Lesko
Heidi & Ted Higgs
Kathleen & Michael Syracusa
Tara & Catalino Mateo
Nelson & Patricia Milne

08/17
08/20
08/22
08/23
08/26
08/26
08/28
08/28
08/29
08/31
08/31
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Thomas & Heidi Zastowny
John & Diane Gummoe
Craig & Sharon Pratt
Caron & Wes Gregory
Ronald & Suzanne Milliman
William & Susan Reindel
Lawrence & Suzanne Ford
Charles & Susan Speer
Don & Andrea Oestreich
Wendi Latko & Mike Gerard
Richard & Ruth Morrill

Late Breaking News!
Announcing our interim minister
Leadership Council is excited to announce that Rev. David Starbuck Gregory will be joining us on Nov. 1,
2022 as our intentional interim minister. Throughout the interview process, the Interim Search Committee was
struck by his genuineness, energy, and recognition of the need for congregations to evolve to remain relevant,
especially in a post-pandemic
world.
David has spent nearly 40 years in ordained ministry, serving a variety of settled and intentional
interim positions. He came to the UCC through Privilege of Call in the Genesee Valley Association in 2007
and went on to serve churches in the Hudson Mohawk and Metro Associations. He spent four years as Chair of
the Church and Ministry Committee in Hudson Mohawk, and was secretary of the New York Conference
Commission on Ministry.
For the last five years David has been the Minister at the Community Congregational Church UCC in Tiburon,
California, in the San Francisco Bay Area just north of the Golden Gate Bridge. He also serves as Moderator
of the Golden Gate Association of the Northern California Nevada Conference UCC, and has been secretary of
the Conference Council.
David completed a program in Spiritual Direction at Linwood Spiritual Center in Rhinebeck, New York in
2014. He was also trained in Mediation Skills by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center in 2011. He is a member of the Interim Ministry Network, a multi-denominational collective of intentional interim ministers who
gather for continuing education and support. His passion is to help local churches find vision and wisdom
within new cultural paradigms, and ready them to call new pastoral leadership in line with that vision.
Growing up in southwest Ohio, his education includes a B.A. in Liberal Arts at Cedarville (Ohio) University,
an M.A. in Theology from Denver Baptist Theological Seminary, and further studies and M.Div equivalency
at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School.
David will be moving to Rochester with his husband, Tripp Hanson,
who is a veteran Broadway performer now in his own coaching practice, and with Violet, their 8 year old Hava
-Poo. Their family also includes two sons who reside with their families in the Finger Lakes Region.
As interim minister, David will be responsible for all typical pastoral duties as well as guiding the congregation through the transition process of envisioning who we are and what we want to be in the future. This transition work will culminate in the call of our next settled minister. For the two months between Carl's retirement and David's arrival, we will have coverage in place for urgent pastoral needs as well as Sunday Worship
and homebound visitation.
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Sunday worship is at 10am each Sunday. Services are in-person and livestreamed on Facebook
and YouTube. See our website for the link. Watch our website and your email for updates.

AUGUST 2022
Sun

Mon
31

Tue

01-Aug

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

3

4

Sat
5

6

12

13

19

20

8:30am Rockers at
Nutcracker
6:30pm Caring
9:30am Thursday
Community Concert
Study Group
#4
2:30pm Planning
committee

10am Combined
Worship

7

8

9

10

10am Combined
Worship

11
9:30am Thursday
Study Group

14

15

10am Combined
Worship

16

17

6pm WISE group

21

22

18
8:30am Rockers at
Nutcracker
9:30am Thursday
Study Group

23

24

10am Combined
Worship

25

26

9:30am Thursday
Study Group

28
10am Combined
Worship

29

30

31

01-Sep

27
Farewell for Rev.
Carl - Deck/Lawn
and FC

2

8:30am Rockers at
Nutcracker

6:30pm Fill Your
Cup - women's
group

9:30am Thursday
Study Group

SAVE THE DATE…..August 27!!!
Come and bring the family for Carl’s Farewell BBQ Party on the lawn as we celebrate our pastor’s 12 years
with us , his 28 years of ministry and his upcoming retirement!!
The party starts 4:00 p.m. with appetizers and beverages including wines from Liberty Vineyard; dinner, catered by Mission BBQ, will be 5:30 p.m. A short program will end the evening.
Make your reservation by August 17th so we can order enough food!
Sign up on poster in the Narthex
Call Cheryl DiTucci at 216-7177 OR 203-1025
Hope to see everyone to share heartfelt Best Wishes to Carl and his family!!
Party Planning Group!
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United Church of Christ, Congregational
570 Klem Road
Webster, New York 14580
Phone: 585-671-3757
Fax: 585-671-3765
Email: office@uccwebster.org
Website: www.uccwebster.org

Sunday Schedule
10:00 AM
Worship Service
also live stream on Facebook & YouTube

Webster UCC Staff
the Rev. Carl J. Richter, Sr. Pastor
Wendy Lesko, Director Christian Education
Ronald Milliman, Music Director
Doug Hall, Office Manager

“The United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Webster is an Open and
Affirming community of faith. We welcome
and affirm God's people of every sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender
expression, race, ethnicity, marital status,
mental ability, physical ability, economic
circumstance, and spiritual tradition to
fully participate in the life and ministry of
our church family.”

Oleksandra Yurchenko, Accompanist
Loraine Speer, Nursery Coordinator
Scott Loiacono, Custodian

