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Check out something cool for Lent !!
 WUCC 40 Acts of Kindness 

on page 4

40 ACTS OF KINDNESS

LENTEN CELEBRATION

SCHEDULE 

FROM THE WISE TEAM
Check out the Schedule for Lent and

Easter on page 5 including special
worship services, an EMPTY TOMB
celebration and Easter Egg Hunt  

https://www.facebook.com/unitedchurchofchristcongregational


Hot Topics
Discussion
Group

The "Hot Topics" discussion group will meet
March 4th and 18th at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary.  All are welcome to join us. 

For more information, or to be added to 
the "Hot Topics" e-mail list, contact

richard_kendrick@verizon.net

The next Thursday morning resource will be the best seller 
"The Good Book: Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart," by Peter Gomes.
The book offers a crash course in biblical literacy in a nuanced but easy-to-

understand style. It addresses many of the issues we face in our modern world.
Beginning about March 27, 9:30-11:00 AM, 
Thursdays. By Zoom and live in the lounge.

For information contact Carole Kohler (943-2121)

 On Tuesday, March 18th, at 6:30 PM, spend the evening with Joe Izzo investigating tiki-style
cocktails. Learn about the origin and sample some drinks reminiscent of beaches and palm trees

(Hawaiian shirts encouraged). 
All are welcome. Please RSVP to joespub.xyz@gmail.com by March 15th.

Cocktail Class: Tiki Drinks

mailto:richard_kendrick@verizon.net
mailto:joespub.xyz@gmail.com


Other Collections:
Easter Candy for the ginormous 

Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday- 
NO HARD CANDY PLEASE

Plastic Easter EGGS- We need
thousands

Fleece scraps for super mini earm
fuzzies for kids and  comfort/care

rolls for Pluta 
 Cancer Center

MARCH OUTREACH at WUCC

We gather on First Sundays at 11:00 in the
lounge to check-in, learn a skill, share

progress, tips, tricks and encouragement.
Questions? contact Wendy

wlesko88@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Make a tied fleece blanket to be
given to a kid or teen in crisis or

donate fleece. Questions?
contact Wendy

wlesko88@gmail.com







On March Sundays we will start our hour with 10 minutes of Easter Egg filling for the
Community Easter Egg Hunt taking place on Easter Sunday followed by a  Lenten lesson
and application by engaging in hands-on projects. Potential projects include:

Design sets for TRUE NORTH Vacation Bible School set in the Alaskan wilderness . 1.
      Make the materials list.
  2. Plan Empty Tomb EVENT 
  3. work on Blankets for the Warm Fuzzy Blanket Program- tied fleece blankets for
      kids & teens in need of comfort & care warm fuzzies for kid encouragement bags
  4. Set up for the monthly Free Community Sunday Supper
  5. Fill Pet Food orders & refill outdoor pantry
  6. work on KID TO KID Outreach initiative
NOTE: Youth and Kids can take a leadership role in any of the above projects.  Contact
Wendy for details. 

email  wlesko88@gmail.com to receive Wendy’s weekly email
including all the outreach and leadership opportunities  for

 youth, kids & families 

coming up for kids & youth

SAVE THE DATE :
Our confirmation class

 is planning a special
Community Event June 1st 11:30

We utilize a "learning & action" model to equip children & youth to first
understand and then identify opportunities to live the values of Jesus

through involvement in community service.



Did you know that the VBS at
United Church of Christ,

Congregational is run by youth?!
That’s right … ALL leadership

positions are held 
by youth. Adults are

encouragers/support/back-up. At
Webster UCC we grow leaders

with hearts for serving their
neighbors. 

Questions ?
contact Wendy

wlesko88@gmail.com

https://uccwebster.org/donations/vacation-bible-school-signup/



Pastor’s Note
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
 
I love the Psalms. The poetry. The imagery. The raw humanity of verses drawn from the heights
and depths of wonder and despair, happiness, hopefulness, wariness, worry and, consistently,
confidence in the ability and willingness of God to understand. The Psalms model praise for God’s
goodness, even as they give us glimpses of how one might grieve or gripe or lash out in anger
when that’s what we most need. 
 
It strikes me that the Psalms are the perfect companion for the times we live in now. Some invite
us to count our blessings and to extol God’s benefits. Others lament bad circumstances, bad
behavior and bad outcomes. Some express profound sadness while others soar to new levels of
joy. And then there are the “enemy” Psalms – the ones that demand vengeance, or at least some
nasty consequences for those who wreak havoc on our lives.
 
We tend to shy away from those enemy Psalms, not because we’ve never gotten that mad or
imagined the revenge of the righteous, but because calling down all that awfulness – even when
it’s deserved – feels wrong. Or maybe it’s just saying it out loud that feels wrong…especially if
someone can hear us.
 
And, of course, God hears us. Always. We’re not fooling God for an instant by pretending we
don’t feel what we feel.
 
The Psalms give us words that can stretch the full breadth of our emotions. The Psalms help us
remember that we are neither first nor alone in feeling what we feel. They connect us to all of
history. And they open that connection to clearly and concretely include God in every moment.
 
The Psalmist writes: “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” That is
an all-encompassing observation. God makes a gift of ALL our days. It is our job to live them fully. 
 
With blessings, Pastor Karen



FROM THE WISE TEAM

Limit News Consumption: Constant exposure to negative or overwhelming news can
increase stress. Set specific times to check the news rather than  consuming it all day.

Practice Mindfulness: Engage in mindfulness practices like meditation, deep breathing,
or yoga to stay grounded. These practices can help calm your mind and reduce anxiety

Focus on What You Can Control: In challenging times, it's easy  to feel helpless. Redirect
your energy toward actions that are within your control, whether that's supporting a cause,
volunteering, or participating in local community efforts.

Stay Connected with Supportive People: Surround yourself with people who offer
emotional support and a sense of belonging. 

Take Breaks: Give yourself permission to step away from discussions that you find
stressful. Engage in activities that bring you joy, like hobbies, exercise, or spending time
in nature, to recharge.

Set Boundaries: Politically charged conversations can be draining. Set boundaries with
people who engage in negative or hostile discussions, and don’t hesitate to politely remove
yourself from such conversations when needed.

Practice Self-Compassion: Acknowledge that it's okay to feel stressed or overwhelmed. Be
kind to yourself and avoid self-criticism. Take time for self-care and rest.

Stay Educated and Empowered: While it’s important not to overconsume negative
news, staying informed in a balanced way can help you feel more empowered and less
helpless. Focus on factual, constructive information that allows you to understand the
situation without getting overwhelmed.

Physical Activity: Exercise is one of the best ways to reduce stress. Regular physical
activity helps release endorphins, which can improve mood and help you manage stress.

Seek Professional Help: If stress becomes overwhelming, consider seeking support from a
therapist or counselor. Mental health professionals can help you develop coping strategies
and provide a safe space to discuss your feelings.

Taking care of our mental health in these times is essential, and by focusing on self-
care and managing our exposure to external stressors, we can navigate this
challenging period more effectively...together.

Managing stress during uncertain political times can be tough, but there
are several strategies we can use to maintain well-being and cope effectively.
Here are some tips:



March 1   9:00-9:45 Young Leaders & Little Readers
          10:00-11:00 Invisible String Event
March 6   12:00-1:00 Drop-in Community Service- Everyone welcome.
March 8   9:00-9:45 Young Leaders & Little Readers
          10:00-11:00 Bag Lunch Outreach make lunches for REACH ADVOCACY
March 9   4:30-5:30 Free Community Sunday Supper (volunteers email          
                    gatheringplacewebster@gmail.com to volunteer)
March 13  12:00-1:00 Drop-in Community Service- Everyone welcome.
March 15  9:00-9:45 Young Leaders & Little Readers
March 20  12:00-1:00 Drop-in Community Service- Everyone welcome. 
March 22  9:00-9:45 Young Leaders & Little Readers
          10:15-1:00 Baber Hot lunch (BABER AME in Rochester-email          
                     gatheringplacewebster@gmail.com to volunteer)
March 27  12:00-1:00 Drop-in Community Service- Everyone welcome.
March 29  9:00-9:45 Young Leaders & Little Readers

  
 

Gathering Place Webster, a non-religious non-profit nested
inside the Webster UCC building, creates a wide variety of

community service opportunities designed for ALL ages. 
Everyone is welcome !

Upcoming  Events

BUILDING COMMUNITY 
TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY



FROM THE FINANCE TEAM
The 2025 budget was approved at the February 9 Congregational Meeting.

Many thanks to all who helped bring us to this balanced budget.

Free to a good home!

We have a piano that is no longer in use that
we’d love to see find a home.  See Wendy or

Beth if you are interested.



March Birthdays

We are working on setting up our new church directory. As
names are added you will be contacted to confirm your

information and submit a photo if you desire.

In The Community
“Love is Greater” - an evening of community advocacy and support for LGBTQ+ and
allies, as a response to the flood of initiatives at clawing back the hard-won rights of the
LGBTQ+ community and the attacks on the Trans community in particular.

Tuesday, March 18 
7 - 9 PM

West Bloomfield
UCC

Sponsored by
churches, clergy,

and other
concerned citizens

Music

Panel
discussion

Speakers

Presentations about
various forms of advocacy

The Mission and MAP teams will meet Mon., March 10
at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Looking forward to being

together and planning for 2025.

 Mission and MAP teams will meet Monday
March 10 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Looking

forward to being together and planning for
2025. Questions? Contact Linda 

MISSION
and

MAP



Pastor Karen’s typical days in the office are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 to 2:00 or by
appointment. Drop ins are welcome. If you need pastoral support at other times, contact

pastorkaren.uccwebster@gmail.com or (585) 236-8779 (voice or text).



United Church of Christ, Congregational
570 Klem Road 
Webster, New York 14580 

Phone: 585-671-3757
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Webster UCC Staff 

Wendy Lesko, Director of Family
Programming & Community Outreach 

Ronald Mill iman, Music Director 

Oleksandra Yurchenko, Accompanist

Rev. Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois 
Bridge Minister

Worship Service 
(also live stream on Facebook & YouTube) 

Change Agents 
(a.k.a. Youth & kids program)

 The United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Webster is an

Open and Affirming community of
faith. We welcome and affirm God's
people of every sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression,

race, ethnicity, marital status,
mental ability, physical ability,

economic circumstance, and
spiritual tradition to fully

participate in the life and ministry
of our church family.

Sunday Schedule
10:00 am

Webster UCC Leadership Council

Beth Royer, Office Manager

Wendi Latko, Moderator
Lisa Izzo, Vice Moderator
Konrad Emmert, Stewardship
Heather Himes, Worship
Linda Ims, Mission
Ken Mihalyov, Personnel
Pete Sollame, Building & Grounds
Mindy Spencer, Outreach & Family Programming
Heidi Zastowny & Polly Ellstrom, Congregational     
                                                        Life


