
Agenda:
Leadership Council Elections
Approval of updated Guidance Document*
Finance update

The following Leadership Council positions are up for
election.  If you are interested, have a suggestion of
someone who might be a good fit, or would like more
information, please contact any Leadership Council
member by June 10:

Vice Moderator
Congregational Life
Outreach & Family Programs
Finance
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Pastor’s Notes

Upcoming Events

Spring/Summer Outreach

Summer Concerts

Youth & Kids

VBS

Words from WISE

Gathering Place

Center for Spirituality

Center Events

Confirmation & Shine Event

Congregational Meeting

Sunday June 29 11 am 

(immediately following Worship)

*The draft Guidance Document and summary of proposed changes will
be distributed shortly.



From a recent and… at least to me… message worth repeating. From a Bridge Minister who joins

you in seeking to explore new things. For what it ’s worth – I think you all are doing really well ! 

We humans skew toward l iking control -- and to assuming that our solutions are sufficient to the

situation at hand. And so we say “No, no, no, no, no” to people , to approaches, to ideas, to

behavior that doesn’t match what we think is right. And we do that on the basis of our own

authority, backed up by those who agree with us and by all that is familiar. . .  to us. After all ,  if its

worked before, it wil l work again. That’s what we’ve always done!

What if we star ted at “Yes”? What if “new and different” were presumed to merit exploring and

potential ly to be worth doing? What if our first assumption was that those with the suggestions

are as smart and well-intentioned as ourselves? What if we tried stepping around to the side – not

just out of the way but along-side those proposing the strange and discomforting approach. What

would it take to have us look the same way – even for just that moment – to see where our

parallel views might al ign. 

Sometimes there is more than one way to achieve a mutually desirable end. Sometimes the

process that the players craft together has more value than even the outcome. Sometimes

everybody learns something when we can let go of our inclinations to insist on our own way.

Where is the greater good? Was Jesus any less holy for letting his friends eat when they were

hungry? Do you think he offended God by healing outside of normal office hours? (see Mark

2:23-28)

The Psalmist writes:

O Lord, you have searched me and known me . You know when I sit down and when I r ise up; you

discern my thoughts from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted

with al l my ways… For it was you who formed my inward par ts; you knit me together in my mother ’s

womb. I praise you, for I am fearful ly and wonderful ly made . (Ps . 139)

If that’s the case – if God who made us – every one of us – truly knows us and loves us, even

when we’re not at our best. . .  And if God, who made us in God’s own image, on purpose, with

purpose and intending that we should have the freedom to make our own decisions. . .  If THAT

God strives to say “Yes” to us with forgiveness, acceptance, affirmation, and encouragement.. .

don’t you think we could try harder to do that ourselves, for one another?

In a world that RAINS RULES for everything and everyone, maybe an act of extravagant faith THIS

WEEK might be to make space and let God reign. Say YES. (I meant that l iterally). SAY YES.

See you in church! Pastor Karen



Pastor’s Note continued

 
Worship at Webster United Church of Christ June 2025

 

Sunday, June 1

Confirmation, Communion and Choral Celebration

Join the combined choirs from Webster and Henrietta UCC in celebration as we usher in the

summer season by welcoming the WUCC Confirmation class, worshipping together and

sharing in Communion. Stick around for the Confirmation class’ community outreach project

“Together We Shine,” following the service .
 

Sunday, June 8

Welcoming Guest Preacher, The Rev. Rachel McDonald

Generosity Officer for Our Church's Wider Mission and Special Mission Offerings from the

Philanthropy Team of the United Church of Christ National Ministries, Rev. McDonald comes

to us fresh from the NYUCC Annual Meeting. She wil l share a message entit led “Great and

Wide” inspired by the Pentecost story. Rev. McDonald plans to stick around following the

service to answer questions and get to know our congregation.

 Let us extend an extravagant welcome!

 

Sunday, June 15 - Father’s Day!

 

Sunday, June 22   Choir Exchange Par t 2

An alternative experience of music as we reciprocate the gift of Henrietta’s choir at WUCC

by sending our choir to them. This wil l be an all-around creative day of worship, as we also

begin to see this year’s Vacation Bible School staging unfold!

 

Sunday, June 29

VBS star ts Monday (6/30). The Summer Concer t Series launches with “8 Days a Week” the

following Wednesday (7/9). What a season! This is a day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice!



Hot Topics
Discussion Group
Next topic: 

Plastics

The "Hot Topics" discussion group
will meet  June 3  and June 17th at
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  All are

welcome to join us. For more
information, or to be added to 

rd

the "Hot Topics" e-mail l ist, contact
richard_kendrick@verizon.net

Pride parade is scheduled for Saturday, 

July 19th at 11 am. All are welcome to march

 ( or limited seats to ride ) in support of

LGBTQ persons. We will carpool to the event

from WUCC parking lot!

 Contact Jeff Peck at Jefferypeck@gmail.com

Save the date!
Pride Parade

Saturday, July 19 

It ’s our first look at Gnostic

l iterature, and provides a piece of

foundational Christian history. It

offers a new perspective on the

life of one of the most

controversial figures in the

Western spiritual tradition.

Beginning about June 12, 9:30-

11:00 AM, Thursdays. By Zoom and

live in the lounge. For information

contact 

Joe Roth (671-8458)

The next Thursday

morning resource will be

"The Gospel of 

Mary Magdalene" by

Jean-Yves Leloup.





Wednesday Meditation: Interested in finding a quiet and calm space for spiritual openness and practice?
Wednesdays at 11:00.

Open and Affirming group (ONA): Interested in promoting a just world for everyone? Contact Jeff Peck at
Jefferypeck@gmail.com

W.I.S.E. Team: Interested in being supportive of those affected by mental health conditions and those who
love them, and helping to reduce the stigma surrounding mental health? Contact Wendi Latko at
Wendi.Latko@gmail.com

Traditional Worship Service: Sunday mornings at 10:00 featuring our choir, prayer, scripture readings, and
message that uplift the spirit and deepen faith.

Gathering of Hearts (Alternative Worship): Craving something real, rooted, and a little sacred? Join us for
Gathering of Hearts — a casual, conversational, circle-style worship experience focused on community,
connection, and how we can better care for one another and our neighbors. Third Saturdays at 6:00 pm
Contact Wlesko88@gmail.com

The Current -Youth led Worship Experience: Current Worship doesn’t push participants into a mold but
naturally forms around them embracing their wonderfulness. High energy, interactive, thought provoking.
All ages welcome. Yes parents, that means you can attend too. Fourth Sundays at 10:00. Questions
wlesko88@gmail.com

Thursday Book Study Group: Interested in reading thought-provoking books and discussing them with
others? Thursdays at 9:30. Contact Joe Roth jaroth462@gmail.com

Hot Topics Discussion Group: Interested in making sense of our cultural madness by sifting and sorting with
others in evidence-based conversation? First and third Wednesdays at 6:30. Contact Richard Kendrick at
richard_kendrick@verizon.net

Nurture Team: Interested in reaching out to people who would appreciate a visit, call or letter? If you or
someone you know would appreciate a visit, call, or letter? Contact Rev.Karen Bailey-Francois

Lunch Bunch: Interested in fellowship and lunch with seniors? Third Wednesday at noon September
through November and. March through May. Contact Lou Erb at Lounskip@yahoo.com

Book Group: Interested in a book group that shares their thoughts on selected literature? Contact Heidi
Zastowny at heidizastowny@gmail.com

Change Agents: Interested in a vibrant group of teens & kids that’s a force for good in their community?
Sunday mornings at 10:00. Contact Wendy Lesko at wlesko88@gmail.com



Saturday October 25  : An evening with Bobby

Jo Valentine !  Save the date for a fall evening of

heartfelt stories and music of Bobby Jo ! 

th

Sunday September 21  : An afternoon with Michael

Jerking and Patricia Nugent . Singer-songwriter

Michael Jerling lends his poignant lyrics and melodies

to author Patricia A. Nugent's memoir 

st

A reading shared by Sharon Mathiason from her

memoir. Date to be announced .  

This month’s theme: “Exploring what it means to
listen deeply without fixing or judging.” 

We’ll gather under the evening sky and reflect
together on what it means to belong — and how
to become the kind of community our world is
aching for. Come as you are. No pressure, just

presence. All are welcome. Really.



Our confirmands (with the help of the rest of

the youth group, kids and families)planned the

SHINE event, a fun carnival that invited the

community to play and support an outreach

project that will benefit the kids in the

Cameron Community children’s program 



coming up for kids & youth

email  wlesko88@gmail.com to receive Wendy’s weekly email
including all the outreach and leadership opportunities  for

 youth, kids & families 

We utilize a "learning & action" model to equip children & youth to first
understand and then identify opportunities to live the values of Jesus

through involvement in community service.

contact Wendy to register



Did you know that the VBS at

United Church of Christ,

Congregational is run by youth?!

That’s right … ALL leadership

positions are held 

by youth. Adults are

encouragers/support/back-up. At

Webster UCC we grow leaders

with hearts for serving their

neighbors. 

Questions ?

contact Wendy

wlesko88@gmail.com

https://uccwebster.org/donations/vacation-bible-school-signup/



Gathering Place Webster, a non-religious non-profit nested
inside the Webster UCC building, creates a wide variety of

community service opportunities designed for ALL ages. 
Everyone is welcome !

BUILDING COMMUNITY 

TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Calling all kids and teens who want to make

a difference! This summer, Gathering Place

Webster is hosting a Community Service

Camp , where young leaders will give back,

build friendships, and learn valuable skills

through hands-on projects.

 

 ✅ Help your community

 ✅ Develop leadership skills

 ✅ Earn service hours

 ✅ Have fun while making an impact!
 

Let’s work together to create positive change! Sign up today and 

be part of something bigger. 

 registration form:

 https://forms.gle/gaNYYKWw6jn6w6BT8

 Use this link to pay the registration fee: 

 https://gatheringplacewebster.org/product/community-service-kids-summer-camp/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aabfX22O07k0rKhdo8

4BP4_OXsA8h1bnH9iu_OtSMe4/edit?usp=drivesdk

follow the

link to

help us fill

the bags



Groceries for Glacier Goodies snack station at TRUE NORTH VBS-

due June 29

Freeze pops, juice boxes, watermelon !

Follow the link to sign-up 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u8Ll-

3FQAAX4EYVdoyvuZ7mNJo-ll9KF2WAlkf6vuh8/edit?usp=sharing

 

 “Let’s Clean” bags for families in need- due July 7

A collaboration with Webster Hope, Webster

Community Chest and Gathering Place to fill 225

cleaning bags for Webster families in need. Our

congregation is committed to a minimum of 25

rolls of paper towel. Collection area in narthex 

 Crocheted Dishcloths for grocery bags & 

Prayer Shawls: ONGOING FOREVER

Cameron Community Kids Summer Fun Bags- due June 1

Sponsored by the Confirmation Class, these fun bags will

go to the 40 kids in the Cameron Community Summer

program. Jump ropes, bubbles, sidewalk chalk, decks of

cards, flip flops

Follow the link to sign-up 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DM5Q-

VVYDmK8dKy_WIukDqidSRUG-C7cblovgl6p6hs/edit?

usp=sharing



WORDS FROM W.I.S.E. and ONA

The Power of Naming

 

 In both scripture and l ife , naming holds deep significance. In Genesis, God

brings creation​ into order through naming—and invites humanity to do the

same. To name something is to acknowledge its presence, its reality, and its

worth. In our church communities, this ac t of naming is especial ly

important when addressing topics that are often wrapped in si lence or

shame.

 

 Mental i l lness, addic tion, grief, sexuality—these are real par ts of many

people’s l ives, yet we often avoid naming them out of discomfort or fear.

But when we refuse to use accurate , respectful language—like saying

“depression” instead of “just feeling down,” or “gay” instead of vague

euphemisms—we risk fur ther isolating those who already feel unseen.

 

 Naming is not about labeling—it’s about truth-tell ing. It ’s about creating

space where people can be honest about their stories without fear of

judgment. It is an ac t of compassion and courage, affirming that God meets

us in the fullness of who we are.

 

 As followers of Christ, we are called to be people of l ight—and light

shines when we name things truthfully, tenderly, and without shame. Let us

be brave enough to speak clearly, overcoming our own discomfort to

demonstrate the respect and inclusivity we embrace as a congregation.



As a Strive For 5 church for several years, we are on our way to that

recognition again this year. We donate to OCWM (Our Church's Wider

Mission) through the church budget. Then we have 4 special offerings

throughout the year. The first, OGHS (One Great Hour of Sharing) was in

April and resulted in $845 being donated thanks to our generous

congregation. The 2nd offering wil l be Strengthen the Church which

supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local congregations.

Your support wil l help the UCC fulfi l l  its commitment to create a just world

for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging

needs of local communities. As God calls our congregation to be the church

in new ways, your generosity wil l plant new churches, awaken new ideas in

existing churches, and develop the spiritual l ife in our youth and young

adults. This offering wil l be received during June and may be placed in the

offering plates or given online. Please note on check or online the donation

is for Strengthen the Church. Thank you for your support.

From the MISSION Team

To experience some very special music…

Join us for Oleksandra’s student recital

June 18  at 5:30th

Hochstein school of Music and Dance

50 N. Plymouth Ave, Rochester

Want to carpool?

 Meet at church at 4:30 in the parking lot!

Guarenteed to be a treat!

Questions ? contact Heidi Z. 



New Church Directory

Time for YOUR help!

We have almost doubled our completions since last month,

but we still have a ways to go.  As a reminder, there are

multiple ways to update your profile: 

ONLINE

You can set up your online account at  members.InstantChurchDirectory.com and follow the

prompts under “Sign In” to “Create a login now.” You must use the email address that is on file

with the office (that is one of the security features). If you have difficulty, email

wendi.latko@gmail.com.

 

Once you are logged in, you will be able to add or change any details as necessary.  You can also

upload a photo.

IN PERSON 

If you would rather we help you, we’ll be set up in the Lounge at the following times to help

update information and take photos. It’s quick and painless!

Sunday June 8th 9:00-10:00 AM 

Sunday June 15  9:00-10:00 AM th

Sunday June 22nd- 9:00-10:00 AM

Sunday June 29  9:00-10:00 AMth

(*we’d love to have a volunteer or two to help with these slots.  If you’re interested, see Wendi

or Wendy)
Frequently asked questions:

Is my information secure?

You can read about Instant Church Directory’s security features here:

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/online-church-directory-security. Our church directory will only be

accessible to our members, and you will be able to select what information is visible.

Do I need a computer to be in or use the directory?

Not at all!  We will help you update your information and load a photo.  Once everyone’s profile is

complete, we will have copies printed for anyone who would like one.

More questions? Email Beth (office@uccwebster.org) or see Wendy or Wendi



June Birthdays

FROM THE FINANCE TEAM

Jan Pingel 06/01

Hank Schultz 06/01 

Nancy Elchisak 06/02

Heather Himes 06/02

Ron Wagenhals 06/02

Jan Peckham 06/03

Juliana Green 06/04

Laurie Yanz 06/07 

Jeff Dolan 06/08 

Suzanne Ford 06/08 

Cassandra Spencer 06/08

Jack Beaston 06/09

Brian Sak 06/09

Linda Withall 06/9

Linda Battaglia 06/10

Steven Lesko 06/13

Jane Hopkins 06/14 

Kate Thompson 06/14

Don Green 06/16

Karen Kittredge 06/18

Everett Abbey 06/19

Richard Cannarozzo 06/19

Lou Erb 06/19

Lorraine Field 06/19

Casey Whipkey 06/20

Katie Breedy 06/21

Francine Beth 06/23

Zachary Suter 06/23

Nicole Cannarozzo 06/24 

Richard Abbott 06/26

Janice Baird 06/27

Telaney Kilian 06/28

Thomas Lamme 06/28 

Karl Fonda 06/30

Kelly Mihalyov 6/30





United Church of Christ, Congregational

570 Klem Road 

Webster, New York 14580 

Phone: 585-671-3757

office@uccwebster.org 

www.uccwebster.org

Webster UCC Staff 

Wendy Lesko, Director of Family
Programming & Community Outreach 

Ronald Mill iman, Music Director 

Oleksandra Yurchenko, Accompanist

Rev. Dr. Karen Bailey-Francois 
Bridge Minister

Worship Service 
(also live stream on Facebook & YouTube) 

Change Agents 
(a.k.a. Youth & kids program)

 The United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Webster is an

Open and Affirming community of
faith. We welcome and affirm God's
people of every sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression,

race, ethnicity, marital status,
mental ability, physical ability,

economic circumstance, and
spiritual tradition to fully

participate in the life and ministry
of our church family.

Sunday Schedule

10:00 am

Webster UCC Leadership Council

Beth Royer, Office Manager

Wendi Latko, Moderator

Lisa Izzo, Vice Moderator

Konrad Emmert, Stewardship

Heather Himes, Worship

Linda Ims, Mission

Ken Mihalyov, Personnel

Pete Sollame, Building & Grounds

Mindy Spencer, Outreach & Family Programming

Heidi Zastowny & Polly Ellstrom, Congregational     

                                                        Life


