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    As we look toward 2027, we face both
opportunities and challenges. Our proposed budget of
$195,000 represents an increase of approximately
$15,000 over the current year. This increase will help
cover rising operating costs and strengthen our
Capital Reserve Fund to prepare for future building
expenses, including a necessary roof replacement in
the coming years.
   As you consider your 2027 pledge, we ask that you
consider increasing your contribution, if you are able.
Every pledge, regardless of size, makes a difference
and helps us plan confidently for the year ahead.
Our Stewardship Campaign runs throughout
November. Please return your pledge card by mail,
place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or
pledge online at uccwebster.org. We ask that pledges
be received by December 6 so our finance team can
prepare a final budget for congregational
consideration in January.
 

https://www.facebook.com/unitedchurchofchristcongregational


From the Pastor
     My office is in a slow transition of acquiring personal touches and expressions. I
waver between assurance that I will accomplish this task at the right time, and
frustration that I have not done much yet. But after that wavering, I eventually
settle into a contentment that all is okay, and a gratitude for even the busy
transitions, when the plate feels a little too full.

     In this I resonate with the wizard Gandalf, in Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings: The
Fellowship of the Ring when he responds to an impatient Frodo chastizing him for
being late: “A wizard is never late, nor is he early. He arrives precisely when he
means too!”

     My office will arrive to an expressive, personalized office precisely when this
wizard means to. 

     In the meantime, I hold onto that feeling of grateful contentment as we embark
on the upcoming months of holidays, gatherings, celebrations, and soaking up as
much of the nicer weather before we must hunker down. I know that I, for one, will
probably have many more moments of frustration or discontentment over tasks that
hang out awhile on my to-do list, or for feeling like I need to soak up every second
of precious time. But enjoying each day as it comes is a practice, after all. 

     May this season be precisely what you need it to be. May you encounter
contentment and gratitude even for the transitional, liminal, discombobulating
moments. And may you (pretty please) give me ideas for low-maintenance plants.
Thank you.

    

ADVENT PREVIEW
December 6        Christmas Brunch
December 13       Christmas Play
                            Comfort & Joy Cookie sale   
December 20        Christmas Cantata
 



Hot Topics
Discussion 
Group

We have opportunities for volunteers
to assist at Sunday Worship - greeters,

readers, livestream and more!
Sign up at

https://uccwebster.org/worship-
volunteer-opportunities/

Wanted - Worship 
 Volunteers!

The Hot Topics discussion group
will be meeting the first and third
Tuesdays of November - November
3 and Nov 17 - at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. Our topic on November
3 will be understanding student

unrest in Europe. On November 17
we will talk about outcomes of the

mid-term elections. All are
welcome to join us. For more

information or to be added to the
e-mail list, contact

richard_kendrick@verizon.net.

Drag Bingo with Aggy Dune
 Join us for a night of laughter,

celebration and community at Comedy at
the Carlson on November 12 @ 7pm. A
portion of the proceeds for the evening

will support the Human Rights Campaign.
Tickets: $30.00 and include five bingo

games and a dauber. Purchase tickets at
www.carlsoncomedy.com.

From the 
ONA Team

mailto:richard_kendrick@verizon.net
http://www.carlsoncomedy.com/


Carrying on
Jesus’ 

Mission
of Love
Peace

& Justice

an inclusive space
where young people
can connect, explore
their faith, and serve

together

Christmas
Brunch

proceeds support youth
outreach projects

Thank you for supporting our Cafe
for a Cause! Your generosity will

fund this outreach project!

December 6th
11:00-12:00



Groceries for the
grandmas at 

Rochester Advocates
 for Children 

Help fill 24 grocery bags for the grandmas at Rochester Advocates for
Children . These groceries will supplement their pantries during the

Thanksgiving school break. Follow the link or use the 
signup in the narthex. Thank you !

Groceries due in narthex on November 15

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSjaxgm-r2-

2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk

follow the link

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiYF3ZKd0bNtr3b

35Mup_4s3U09RkKBFq6hLIpVQ57o/edit?usp=drivesdk

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSjaxgm-r2-2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSjaxgm-r2-2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk


Also check the Rebel Beat page for details about

MEAL BAGS 

AND 

MOVE -IN KITS FOR 

Family Promise of Greater Rochester

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiYF3ZKd0bNtr

3b35Mup_4s3U09RkKBFq6hLIpVQ57o/edit?

usp=drivesdk

CLEAN YOUR CLOSETS we collect winter coats for the guests at Baber

with the goal of distributing them in October and November. A basket is

in the narthex. Questions wlesko88@gmail.com

Fall Outreach at Webster UCC

DISH CLOTHS: Keep crocheting/knitting dish clothes for the

Thanksgiving grocery bags for Rochester Advocates for Children and

Move-in kits for families at Family Promise of Greater Rochester.

Questions? Wlesko88@gmail.com 

THANKSGIVING GROCERIES for Rochester Advocates for Children

will be collected 0ctober 18- November 15. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSj

axgm-r2-2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk

PRAYER SHAWLS- Keep crocheting or knitting prayer shawls

to be given to people in need of comfort. 

HUG IT FORWARD   - rescues gently loved stuffed

animals and rehomes them to kids and youth in need

of a hug 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiYF3ZKd0bNtr3b35Mup_4s3U09RkKBFq6hLIpVQ57o/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiYF3ZKd0bNtr3b35Mup_4s3U09RkKBFq6hLIpVQ57o/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IiYF3ZKd0bNtr3b35Mup_4s3U09RkKBFq6hLIpVQ57o/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSjaxgm-r2-2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KOuLAlzFLSSKVerN86jqYG7ElSjaxgm-r2-2tsAv-dE/edit?usp=drivesdk


At our first rehearsal for Bethlehem Detective Agency, our upcoming

Christmas play, a visiting  adult expressed surprise that the Christmas Play

was about love, peace, and justice. One of our youth responded,

 “What else would it be about?”

Seriously. What ELSE would Christmas be about?

The baby in the manger grew up. He loved people others ignored. 

He made peace when the world encouraged division. 

He stood up for people who were treated unfairly. 

And he invited us to do the same.

So at our next CURRENT, we challenged everyone to think beyond the

Christmas story we KNOW and consider the 

Christmas message we’re called to LIVE.

This Advent, while you’re making your lists and checking them twice,

 we have a challenge for you.

Put LOVE on your to-do list. Not just feeling it. Showing it.

Put PEACE on your to-do list. Not just wishing for it. Making it.

Put JUSTICE on your to-do list. Not just talking about what’s unfair. 

Doing something about it.

Because Christmas isn’t just about celebrating something that happened a

long time ago. It’s about continuing something that started a long time ago.

Carry the love. Make the peace. Do the justice.

That’s our Advent challenge. That’s our mission.

And really… WHAT ELSE WOULD IT BE ABOUT?

THE REBEL BEAT — Carrying on Jesus’ mission of love, peace, and justice.

WAIT. YOU THINK YOU KNOW CHRISTMAS?

A Message from THE REBEL BEAT
Christmas is coming. You know what that
means. Decorations. Shopping. Cookies.

Wrapping presents. A to-do list that seems
to get longer every day.

But we think something pretty important
might be missing from that list.

LOVE. PEACE. JUSTICE.







November Birthdays 

FROM THE FINANCE TEAM

          We have switched the processor for donations made on our        

     website to Zeffy.  The previous processor charges a small

 service fee for eacfh transacftion; Zeffy does not.

When you enter a donation Zeffy will default to an optional percentage fee -

you can reduce it or change it to zero.

If you currently have a recurring payment through Paypal it will continue

 until you cancel it.

New online donation processor

Andrew Montanaro 11/02
Harold Doster 11/03

Sharon Delmendo 11/04
Ronald Milliman 11/04
Marcia O'Connor 11/08

Lauren Galen 11/09 
Jessica Uruburu 11/09
Marcia Kendrick 11/12

Richard Kendrick 11/15 

 
Jenna Milliman 11/21
Bethany Spring 11/21

Sophia Montanaro 11/24
Don Oestreich 11/24

Suzanne Milliman 11/27
Karen Monachino 11/27

 



November at a glance



United Church of Christ, Congregational

570 Klem Road 

Webster, New York 14580 

Phone: 585-671-3757

office@uccwebster.org 

www.uccwebster.org

Webster UCC Staff 

Wendy Lesko, Director of Family
Programming & Community Outreach 

Ronald Mill iman, Music Director 

Oleksandra Yurchenko, Accompanist

Chris Hendrickson, Custodian

Worship Service 
(also live stream on Facebook & YouTube) 

Rebel Beat
(a.k.a. Youth & kids program)

 The United Church of Christ,
Congregational of Webster is an

Open and Affirming community of
faith. We welcome and affirm God's
people of every sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression,

race, ethnicity, marital status,
mental ability, physical ability,

economic circumstance, and
spiritual tradition to fully

participate in the life and ministry
of our church family.

Sunday Schedule

10:00 am

Webster UCC Leadership Council

Beth Royer, Office Manager

Lisa Izzo, Moderator

Richard Kendrick, Vice Moderator

Wendi Latko, Immediate Past Moderator

Norm Short, Stewardship

Heather Himes, Worship

Jeff Peck, Mission

Ken Mihalyov, Personnel

Pete Sollame, Building & Grounds

Mindy Spencer, Outreach & Family Programming

Heidi Zastowny, Congregational Life  

Judy Short, Finance

Marcia Kendrick, Memorials & Special Gifts         

The Rev. Michelle Sumption Stone
Senior Pastor
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